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try to take it from the sea, and impossible to march an army
across the desert to take it in the rear. But what an army could
not do, a band of enthusiasts might attempt with some hope of
success. Lawrence therefore decided to cross the desert with
Auda Abu Tayi who had recently joined the Arab Revolt, with a
small party, to raise the northern tribes and take Akaba in the
rear.

It was also his plan to visit Syria and to get in touch with
Syrian members of the secret society of Arab Nationalists, many
of them officers in the Turkish Army. An account of this trip
through Syria was not included in Seven Pillars of Wisdom^
though some particulars of it have been given by Graves and
Liddell Hart. The latter (T. E. Lawrence : in Arabia and
After ^ p. 194) mentions the existence of a report to General
Clayton written after the capture of Akaba, and says:

When a friend asked to see this report a few weeks later,
he [Lawrence] wrote back: *I handed it to Clayton whose
eyebrows went high (some of it was comic, some scurrilous,
some betrayed horrible secrets) and who sat on it. I don't
think anyone in the Savoy ever saw it whole. It certainly
never went toH.C.1 or W.O.1 or F.O.,1 and I am too tender-
hearted to ask after it now. It was a MS. document of
three pages, and compressed three months march into it:
rather dull, except to one who knew Syrian politics * . . It is
all ancient history now.'

I cannot understand the reference to a few weeks later since
Lawrence could not have called the report ancient history within
a few weeks of writing it. Most fortunately I have succeeded
in having this report unearthed and have obtained permission to
publish it, together with photographs of the maps which
Lawrence appended to it. It covers not only the trip to Syria,
but all the operations between his leaving Wejh and the capture
of Akaba (Chapters XXXIX-LIV of Seven Pillars of Wisdom) and
also an outline of his plans for a succession of Arab risings in
various districts.]

1 The High Commissioner of Egypt: the War Office: the Foreign Office.